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Sidewalk Inspection

Pedestrian falls on sidewalks are often the result of the failure of the property owner or other
responsible person to maintain the sidewalk in a reasonably safe condition (e.g., in good repair
or free of snow, ice, and other materials). Regular sidewalk inspection is an important tool for
identifying hazardous conditions that require correction. This checklist highlights areas to
consider when inspecting existing sidewalks for liability concerns.

Sidewalk Construction

Are any of the following construction defects present?

Large cracks, missing pieces, or other substantial structural defects

Improperly sloped flags or pavement

Loose or otherwise unstable flags

Uneven settlement or heaving

Raised surface impediments (e.g., sewer drain plugs or improperly set covers and junction boxes)
Hazardous conditions (e.g., excessive deflection, change in surface texture, or lack of structural
integrity) caused by cellar doors, gratings, or other flush-set items

Hazardous conditions created by improper sidewalk repairs

Temporary Hazards

Are any of the following temporary hazardous conditions present?

Puddled water

Snow and ice

Sand, dirt, or mud

Leaves, fallen branches, or twigs

Qil, grease, or other foreign substance
Construction barricades or scaffolding

Other Areas of Concern

Are curb edges clearly marked?

Are curb heights excessive?

Are ramps and other accessible sidewalk features sloped properly?

Do bicycle racks, planters, retail displays, or other man-made objects obstruct pedestrian traffic?
Do tree limbs or other overhanging objects pose a substantial hazard to pedestrians?
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The information, suggestions and recommendations contained herein are for general informational purposes only. This information
has been compiled from sources believed to be reliable. Risk Consulting Services do not address every possible loss potential, law,
rule, regulation, practice or procedure. No warranty, guarantee, or representation, either expressed or implied, is made as to the
correctness or sufficiency of any such service. Reliance upon, or compliance with, any recommendation in no way guarantees any
result, including without limitation the fulfillment of your obligations under your insurance policy or as may otherwise be required by
any laws, rules or regulations. No responsibility is assumed for the discovery and/or elimination of any hazards that could cause
accidents, injury or damage. The information contained herein should not be construed as financial, accounting, tax or legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.

This document is not intended to replace any recommendations from your equipment manufacturers. If you are unsure about any
particular testing or maintenance procedure, please contact the manufacturer or your equipment service representative.

American International Group, Inc. (AlG) is a leading global insurance organization. AIG member companies provide a wide range
of property casualty insurance, life insurance, retirement solutions, and other financial services to customers in more than 80
countries and jurisdictions. These diverse offerings include products and services that help businesses and individuals protect their
assets, manage risks and provide for retirement security. AIG common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange. Additional
information about AIG can be found at www.aig.com | YouTube: www.youtube.com/aig | Twitter: @AIlGinsurance
www.twitter.com/AlGinsurance | LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/aig. These references with additional information about AIG
have been provided as a convenience, and the information contained on such websites is not incorporated by reference into this
document.

AIG is the marketing name for the worldwide property-casualty, life and retirement, and general insurance operations of American
International Group, Inc. For additional information, please visit our website at www.aig.com. All products and services are written or
provided by subsidiaries or affiliates of American International Group, Inc. Products or services may not be available in all countries
and jurisdictions, and coverage is subject to underwriting requirements and actual policy language. Non-insurance products and
services may be provided by independent third parties. Certain property-casualty coverages may be provided by a surplus lines
insurer. Surplus lines insurers do not generally participate in state guaranty funds, and insureds are therefore not protected by such
funds.

© American International Group, Inc. All rights reserved.


http://www.aig.com/
http://www.youtube.com/aig
http://www.twitter.com/AIGinsurance
http://www.linkedin.com/company/aig
http://www.aig.com/

	 
	 

