Tire Safety for Passenger Vehicles and Light
Trucks
Protection against avoidable breakdowns and crashes, improved vehicle handling, better fuel
economy, and increased tire life – these are just a few of the reasons why drivers should take
five minutes every month to check a vehicle's tires. Simply follow the procedures outlined below
to check a vehicle’s tires.

Tire Safety Action Plan
•

•
•
•
•

Because tires may naturally lose air over time, check tire pressure(s) regularly (at least once a
month), including the spare. Note: In some vehicles, the recommended front and rear tires’
inflation pressures may be different. Also, tire pressures should be measured when the tires are
cold.
Inspect tires for uneven wear patterns on the tread, cracks, foreign objects, or other signs of wear
or trauma. Remove bits of glass and other foreign objects wedged in the tread.
Make sure the tire valves have valve caps.
Check tire pressure(s) before going on a long trip.
Do not overload the vehicle - check the tire information placard, which is a permanent label that is
attached to the vehicle’s driver-side door edge, doorpost, glove-box door, or inside of the trunk
lid, or owner’s manual for the maximum load and recommended tire pressure(s). If towing a
trailer, remember that some of the weight of the loaded trailer is transferred to the towing vehicle.

Safety Tips
•
•

Slow down if you have to go over a pothole or other object in the road.
Do not run over curbs, and try not to strike the curb when parking.

Checking Tire Pressure
Find the recommended cold tire inflation pressure(s) and vehicle load limit. To get an accurate tirepressure reading, measure tire pressure [the tire pressure is measured in pounds per square inch (psi)
and kilopascals (kPa), which is the metric equivalent that is used internationally] when the car has been
unused for at least three hours, and take the following steps:
Step 1: Locate the correct tire pressure(s) on the tire information placard or in the vehicle owner’s
manual.
Step 2: Record the tire pressure of all tires.
Step 3: If the tire pressure is too high in any of the tires, slowly release air by gently pressing on the tire
valve stem with the edge of your tire gauge until you get to the correct pressure.
Step 4: If the tire pressure is too low, note the difference between the measured tire pressure and the
correct tire pressure. These “missing” pounds of pressure are what you will need to add when you get to
an air pump.
Step 5: Add the missing pounds of air pressure to each tire that is underinflated.
Step 6: Check all the tires again to make sure they have the correct tire pressure.

Checking Tire Tread
Tires have built-in treadwear indicators that let you know when it is time to replace your tires. These
indicators are normally invisible, but appear when threads have been worn down to 1/16th of an inch
(0.16 cm) of the surface of the tire tread. If these indicators appear in two or three different places, it is
time to replace your tires. You can also test your treadwear with a Lincoln penny. Simply place a Lincoln
penny head-down in the groove between the threads – if you can see the top of Lincoln’s head, it’s time
to replace your tire.
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The information, suggestions and recommendations contained herein are for general informational purposes only. This information
has been compiled from sources believed to be reliable. Risk Consulting Services do not address every possible loss potential, law,
rule, regulation, practice or procedure. No warranty, guarantee, or representation, either expressed or implied, is made as to the
correctness or sufficiency of any such service. Reliance upon, or compliance with, any recommendation in no way guarantees any
result, including without limitation the fulfillment of your obligations under your insurance policy or as may otherwise be required by
any laws, rules or regulations. No responsibility is assumed for the discovery and/or elimination of any hazards that could cause
accidents, injury or damage. The information contained herein should not be construed as financial, accounting, tax or legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.
This document is not intended to replace any recommendations from your equipment manufacturers. If you are unsure about any
particular testing or maintenance procedure, please contact the manufacturer or your equipment service representative.
American International Group, Inc. (AIG) is a leading global insurance organization. AIG member companies provide a wide range
of property casualty insurance, life insurance, retirement solutions, and other financial services to customers in more than 80
countries and jurisdictions. These diverse offerings include products and services that help businesses and individuals protect their
assets, manage risks and provide for retirement security. AIG common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange. Additional
information about AIG can be found at www.aig.com | YouTube: www.youtube.com/aig | Twitter: @AIGinsurance
www.twitter.com/AIGinsurance | LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/aig. These references with additional information about AIG
have been provided as a convenience, and the information contained on such websites is not incorporated by reference into this
document.
AIG is the marketing name for the worldwide property-casualty, life and retirement, and general insurance operations of American
International Group, Inc. For additional information, please visit our website at www.aig.com. All products and services are written or
provided by subsidiaries or affiliates of American International Group, Inc. Products or services may not be available in all countries
and jurisdictions, and coverage is subject to underwriting requirements and actual policy language. Non-insurance products and
services may be provided by independent third parties. Certain property-casualty coverages may be provided by a surplus lines
insurer. Surplus lines insurers do not generally participate in state guaranty funds, and insureds are therefore not protected by such
funds.
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