Protecting Properties from Grass, Brush,
and Wildfire
Each year, wild-land fires destroy hundreds of buildings and more than 4,000,000 acres of land.
Property owners located in suburban and rural areas can take steps to reduce the likelihood of
property loss from these fires. For those properties located in areas designated by an authority
having jurisdiction (AHJ) as wilderness interface areas, a full hazard assessment should be
conducted, as outlined in Chapter 17 of NFPA 1-2012, Fire Code, published by the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA).
This client handout provides some simple loss prevention steps to reduce the likelihood of
losses from grass, brush, and wildfires.

Property Access
Properties should have well-maintained access roads, large enough to allow evacuation of the occupants
and the simultaneous entry of fire department vehicles.
• At a minimum, roads should be at least 12-ft (3.6-m) wide, per lane of travel and have a vertical
clearance of at least 13.5 ft (4.1 m). Single lane of travel (one-way) roads, should be at least 16-ft
(4.8-m) wide.
• Roads and driveways should not have more than a 10-percent grade.
• Dead-end roads, longer than 300 ft (91.4 m), should be provided with a turnaround having a
radius of at least 60 ft (18.3 m).
• Roads and parking areas should be designed to accommodate fire department vehicles having
lengths up to 38 ft (11 m) and a turning radius of 48 ft (14.6 m).
• Access should be provided for buildings when any point of a building’s exterior is located more
than 150 ft (45.7 m) from a roadway.

Fuel Reduction Area
To prevent the spread of wild-land fires to buildings, fuel reduction areas should be established. These
represent areas of increasingly reduced fuel loading as the structure is approached.
• Landscaping within 5 ft (4.5 m) of structures should be limited to nonflammable materials, such as
artificial mulches and high-moisture-content annuals and perennials.
• Tree branches and vegetation should be trimmed so that branches are not hanging over roofs or
within 10 ft (3 m) of chimneys.
Dead
vegetation, combustibles, wood stacks, etc. should be excluded from within 30 ft (9 m) of
•
any structures.
• At least a 30-ft (9-m) separation should be maintained between buildings and other exposures,
such as automobiles, fuel tanks, outside storage areas, or high grass or wooded areas. This open
area should be limited to well-irrigated small plants and grass.
• Shade trees should be spaced so that a 30-ft (9-m) separation is maintained from buildings.
• Keep grass within 30 ft (9 m) of structures mowed to less than 4-in (10-cm) high.
• Trees should be trimmed so that branches are not less than 6 ft (2 m) from the ground.

Building Design
Buildings should be constructed using nationally recognized building codes and include designs that

afford protection from hostile fires. Good practices include:
• Roof vents should be covered with fire- and corrosion-resistant screens, having no opening larger
than 0.25 in (7.6 cm).
• Chimneys should be provided with a spark arrester, constructed of not less than #12-gauge wire,
with no opening larger than 0.5 in (15.2 cm).
• Exterior openings, including windows and doors, should have at least a 20-minute fire-resistance
rating.
• Overhangs, eaves, decks, and balconies should be constructed from heavy timber, noncombustible materials or otherwise have at least a one-hour fire-resistance rating.
Stationary
mobile homes (i.e., those located on a site) should be provided with a non-combustible
•
skirting on all sides having a fire-resistive rating of at least 20 minutes.

Emergency Planning
In order to better protect a property in the event of a wildfire, homeowners can take some basic steps that
will reduce the loss of life and property, including:
• Monitor weather and fire index conditions and prepare to evacuate early.
• Have a fire exit escape plan.
• Provide for garden hoses on all sides of structures.
• Back cars into garages, for a smother escape.

Evacuation
Prior to evacuating, if time permits, property owners should:
• Pre-wet lawns and shrubs, within 5 ft (1.5 m) of the building, before evacuating.
• Move furniture to the center of the room before evacuating. This will reduce the chance of
furniture ignition from radiant heat through windows.
• Close all interior and exterior doors, windows, and other openings.
• Shut down heating and air-conditioning systems.
• Turn off fuel supplies, such as propane.
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The information, suggestions and recommendations contained herein are for general informational purposes only. This information
has been compiled from sources believed to be reliable. Risk Consulting Services do not address every possible loss potential, law,
rule, regulation, practice or procedure. No warranty, guarantee, or representation, either expressed or implied, is made as to the
correctness or sufficiency of any such service. Reliance upon, or compliance with, any recommendation in no way guarantees any
result, including without limitation the fulfillment of your obligations under your insurance policy or as may otherwise be required by
any laws, rules or regulations. No responsibility is assumed for the discovery and/or elimination of any hazards that could cause
accidents, injury or damage. The information contained herein should not be construed as financial, accounting, tax or legal advice
and does not create an attorney-client relationship.
This document is not intended to replace any recommendations from your equipment manufacturers. If you are unsure about any
particular testing or maintenance procedure, please contact the manufacturer or your equipment service representative.
American International Group, Inc. (AIG) is a leading global insurance organization. AIG member companies provide a wide range
of property casualty insurance, life insurance, retirement solutions, and other financial services to customers in more than 80
countries and jurisdictions. These diverse offerings include products and services that help businesses and individuals protect their
assets, manage risks and provide for retirement security. AIG common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange. Additional
information about AIG can be found at www.aig.com | YouTube: www.youtube.com/aig | Twitter: @AIGinsurance
www.twitter.com/AIGinsurance | LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/aig. These references with additional information about AIG
have been provided as a convenience, and the information contained on such websites is not incorporated by reference into this
document.
AIG is the marketing name for the worldwide property-casualty, life and retirement, and general insurance operations of American
International Group, Inc. For additional information, please visit our website at www.aig.com. All products and services are written or
provided by subsidiaries or affiliates of American International Group, Inc. Products or services may not be available in all countries
and jurisdictions, and coverage is subject to underwriting requirements and actual policy language. Non-insurance products and
services may be provided by independent third parties. Certain property-casualty coverages may be provided by a surplus lines
insurer. Surplus lines insurers do not generally participate in state guaranty funds, and insureds are therefore not protected by such
funds.
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